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Abstract
The study dealt with prehistoric archaeological sites in the Al-Hanak area

located in the north-eastern part of the Hada directorate, which belongs to
the village of Bani Zidan, and the field study documented several
archaeological sites containing residential settlements, cemeteries, rock
drawings, remnants of agricultural terrace fields, irrigation facilities,

workshops, stone tools and types of stone tools and pottery.
The most important findings of the study were as follows:

-The study proved that the topography of the region had an impact on the
distribution of settlement sites, with intensive settlement concentrated in
its north-western and eastern parts, where a number of geyols or water

springs are scattered.

-The study established a number of small primitive villages, which were
distributed to small, secluded units consisting of one to two residential
buildings, each consisting of one to two rooms, which may have been

allocated for the living of one or two families .

-The study demonstrated the existence of a number of interconnected and
connected housing units, consisting of more than one room, some of which
were designed in the form of a crescent or half arc dedicated to the joint
establishment of more than one family while remaining largely
independent, suggesting a group with a high level of social organization,
with a significant indication of social changes such as the transition from
a nuclear family to a extended family as a social structure« In addition to
the existence of isolated individual buildings, which are likely to suggest
the social status of their owners, they belonged to the largest of these
human communities through their dominant position and prominent

entrances.
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-The study found that there are buildings likely to have ideological
functions associated with religious rituals for the spread of a number of

landfills around them.

-The results of the study resulted in the recording of a collection of
drawings and rock scribbles that appeared in good condition, estimated at
about 22, carried out on the facades of sand rocks with light and
treacherous road technology, and in the style of recursive and planning
drawing, containing A range of human and animal forms, including a deer,
camels, a horse that may resemble an donkey, and geometric shapes that
represented perhaps architectural traps or hunting grounds for those who
were not interested in highlighting their anatomical proportions where
they were discovered at two cliff sites. Navigator2, Rashid people,1 Itis a
testament to the intellectual progress made by the inhabitants of the
region, which reflects the nature of their owners, their psychology, their
tastes and what was occupying their thinking, as well as reflections of
permanent and continuous scenes, as well as reflecting human activity and
social relations, some of which are linked to religious rituals, including
sacred hunting, which is likely to date from the end of the Neolithic period

to the beginning of the Bronze Age.

-The study recorded a collection of archaeological finds, mostly stone
tools, including blades and compared with other materials dated to the
Middle Paleolithic period, portable heads and patchy arrowheads on both
sides equipped with fragments, with a semi-straight base, some with a
melting device that appeared to represent the beginning of the emergence
of axes and compared with other dated materials dating back to the early
Neolithic period« - In addition to the presence of neck arrowheads in the
Arab-Saharan style and compared with other materials dated to the late

Neolithic period, various scrapers, and nuclei all made of flint, shirt, and
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epsidian, collected from the courtyards of residential units, some of which
were collected from the roofs of the workshop sites such as the site of the
Loan of Mahdi and Ras al-Haradi.

-The results of the study resulted in the discovery of a number of burial
sites (komia) or rubble in addition to previously documented other species,
indicating a diversity of funerary rituals and rituals, which extended from
the Neolithic to the historical era, and the study showed the similarity of
those cemeteries in terms of their location, engineering planning and
unified architectural composition, as well as reflecting cultural and
cultural communication, which has spread widely throughout The Arabian
Peninsula, which is likely to return since End of the Neolithic and Bronze

Age.

-The study demonstrated the existence of large architectural installations,
with an ideological feature that takes into account the semi-circular shape
of its geometric layout, which is likely to have represented funeral temples

in which a type of religious and funeral ritual was continuously practised.

-The study emphasizes the continuing urban settlement between
prehistoric and historical times, which means that it is incorrect to say that

there is a cultural gap between those times.
The structure and chapters of the study:

The study included an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and a
supplement; the introduction dealt with the introduction of the subject of
the study, the problem of study, the reasons for the study, the importance
of the study, the objectives and methodology of the study, and the steps

taken in the preparation and structure of the study.

Chapter 1: Geographical and Historical Entrance
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This chapter deals with the geographical, geological and environmental
background of the Dhamar region in general, the study area (Al-Hanak) in
particular, and a historical entry point related to the characteristics of
prehistoric cultures in the Yemen region in general and the Dhamar region
in particular¢< In addition, he briefly addressed the historical ages in the

Dhamar region and the history of archaeological research there .
Chapter 2: Field Study

The researcher addressed the discovered sites, which were described and
classified to settlement sites, drawings and rock scribbles, workshops and
manufacture of stone tools, landfills, the presentation of scientific material
(archaeological finds) collected from the surfaces of those sites during the
field study, and the results of the description and scientific analysis

conducted on them.
Chapter 3: Comparative Analytical Study

This chapter includes a comparative analytical presentation, dealing with
the settlement sites discovered through a study of their area, engineering
plans, architectural components, relationships to social organization and
economic activity, and comparing them to other locations in Yemen, the
northern Arabian Peninsula and the Levant, with the aim of trying to
determine their relative temporal history, and the elements of rock
paintings and their relationships with settlement sites and their
implications, with a view to identifying environmental, social, economic

and ideological conditions .

This was followed by a conclusion, in which the most important findings
and recommendations of the study were presented, and the letter included
a list of sources and references on which the study relied, followed by a

list of supplements (maps - shapes - images) .
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